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22" Sunday after Pentecost
November 9, 2025 - St. Andrew Lutheran Church

SERVICE THEME: Pray Persistently, Trusting in God’s Promises

WELCOME — We're so glad that you’ve joined us for this worship
service! Please let us know if you need any assistance while you’re here.

OUR MISSION — The mission of St. Andrew Lutheran Church is to guide
people to know Jesus as their Savior, to grow in their faith, and to show
Jesus to others.

OUR BELIEF — We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God
and the only source of all Christian doctrine and teaching. We believe
that the only true God is the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
We believe that we are saved not by anything we do, but only through
faith in Jesus Christ, who gave his life for our sins. We will be happy to
tell you more about what we believe!

OUR HISTORY — St. Andrew Lutheran Church was established in 1888
and is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), a
confessional Lutheran church body with over 1,200 congregations in
North America and with more than 30 sister church bodies worldwide.

Church Office: 3650 S. Honore St., Chicago, IL 60609 (next door to church)
Website: www.standrewchicago.org Office Phone: 773-376-5370

Office Email: churchsecretary@standrewchicago.org

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/standrewchicago/

Pastor: Adam Gawel, cell: 773-217-8132, pastor@standrewchicago.org

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE
Believers pray persistently, on the basis of God’s promises through
Jesus the Savior.

OPENING HYMN — Oh, Sing, My Soul, Your Maker’s Praise — CW93 #425
— printed on the following page — & — £ F— 1
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425 Oh Sing, My Soul, Your Maker’s Praise
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Text:  Julius L. Krohn, 1835-88; tr. Ernest E. Ryden, 1886-1981 and Toivo K. I. Harjunpaa, b. 1910, alt.
© The Lutheran World Federation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Tune: WACHTERLIED (87 87 887) Christian Egenolff, 150255, adapted by Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958.
© Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 731, i\ 5E S gk

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.



M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In
countless ways | have sinned against you and do not deserve to
be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, | pray: Have
mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from
my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed
your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C: Glorybe to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
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sin of the world; have mercy on us. You take away the
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 7 H 3t4%
M: Let us pray.

Lord, keep your household, the Church, in continual godliness
and set us free from all adversities, so that, under your protection,
we may serve you with true devotion and holy deeds; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

FIRST READING — Genesis 32:22-30 (EHV) - fil|ttid 32:22-30

22He got up that night and took his two wives, his two maids, and his
eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of the Jabbok. 22He took them
and sent them across the stream, and he also sent his possessions
across. 2*Jacob was left alone, and he wrestled with a man there until
daybreak. ®®When the man saw that he could not defeat him, he
touched the socket of his thigh, and the socket of Jacob’s thigh was
dislocated as he wrestled. 2The man said, “Let me go. It's daybreak.”

Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”

2’Then he said to him, “What is your name?”

He said, “Jacob.”

2Then he said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel,
because you have fought with God and with men, and you have won.”

»Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.”



He said, “Why do you ask what my name is?” Then he blessed him
there. *Jacob named the place Peniel,® because he said, “I have seen
God face-to-face, and my life has been spared.”

PSALM OF THE DAY — Psalm 121 — CW93 p. 112 (text NIV84) — RFfs 121
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Refrain

| lift up my eyes to the hills.*
Where does my help come from?

My help comes from the LORD,*
the maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot slip,*
he who watches over you will not slumber;

indeed, he who watches over |srael*
will neither slumber nor sleep.

Refrain

The LORD watches over you,*
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.

b Peniel means face of God.



The LORD will keep you from all harm,*
he will watch over your life;

the LORD will watch over your coming and going*
both now and forevermore.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: Jane Marshall. From Psalms Together. © 1988 Choristers Guild. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.

SECOND READING - 1 John 5:11-15 (EHV) — ZJ#— 5:11-15

1This is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is
in his Son. *?The one who has the Son has life. The one who does
not have the Son of God does not have life. 13| have written these
things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that
you may know that you have eternal life.

1This is the confidence that we have before him: that if we ask
anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that
he hears us—whatever we ask—we also know that we receive the
things we have asked from him.

VERSE OF THE DAY % 1 & 1a] S M& 1| 4% 7.

M: Alleluia. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works. Alleluia. (Ephesians 2:10a)
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C: Al-le -lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ial Al-le - lu - ia!




GOSPEL — Luke 18:1-8 (EHV) — & INtE 5 18:1-8

Jesus told them a parable about the need to always pray and not lose
heart: 2“There was a judge in a certain town who did not fear God and
did not care about people. 3There was a widow in that town, and she
kept going to him, saying, ‘Give me justice from my adversary!’ *For
some time he refused, but after a while he said to himself, ‘Even though
| do not fear God or care about people, *yet because this widow keeps
bothering me, | will give her justice so that she will not wear me out
with her endless pleading.” ”

®The Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. ’Will not God
give justice to his chosen ones, who are crying out to him day and night?
Will he put off helping them? #| tell you that he will give them justice
quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the
earth?”

After the reading of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!
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HYMN OF THE DAY — The Will of God Is Always Best — CW93 #435 —
printed on the following page — 2&#F — £ F — 1L



435 The Will of God Is Always Best

|
ip) " T " I f i

[a)
Gk
d J ! [

I The will of  God is al - ways best And shall
2 God is my com - fort and my trust, My hope

3 Lord, this I ask; oh, hear my plea— De - ny
4 When life’s brief course on earth s run  And |
n__| , |
¥ B I 1 I f I I 1 [ i
d ! ~—T = ‘ |
be done for - ev - er. And they who trust in
and life a - bid - ing, And to his coun - sel,
me not  this fa - wvor: When Sa - tan sore - ly
this  world am leav. - ing, Grant me to  say, “Your
n ‘ I 1 1 I |
A — e e
1\S¥) [ i | ﬂ—‘—l’—bq—ﬁi—#
d I I I ' ~—T
him are blest; He will  for - sake them nev - er
wise and just, I yield, in him con - fid - ing
trou - bles me, Then do not let me wa - Ver
will  be done,” Your faith - ful Word be - liev - ing.
n__| . |
GO ol ) e
o L . . L o ke o o »
He helps in - deed In time of need; He chas -
The ver -y hairs, His Word de - clares, Up - on
Keep watch and ward, O gra - cious Lord; Ful - fill
My heav'n - ly  Friend, I now com-mend My soul
Nl . ‘ o
7 - J I il — ! I i -
== 2 sSSs
tens with for - bear - ing. They who de - pend On
my head he num - bers. By night and day  God
your faith - ful say - ing: All who be - lieve By
in - to your keep - ing, O'er sin and hell ~ And
Nl . , . .
¥ | 1 | } F | I t I
N3V \ i i I i . I i—_‘l—‘&i .
d I | | ' ~ 3
God, their friend, Shall not be left de - spair - ing.
is my stay; He nev - er sleeps nor slum - bers.
grace re - ceive An an - swer to their pray - ing.
death as  well Through you the vic - t'ry reap - ing.

Text:  Albrecht von Preussen, 1490—1568; tr. composite.
Tune: WAaS MEIN GOTT WILL (87 87 447 447 Tambic) Claude de Sermisy, c. 1490-1562, alt.
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SERMON - Luke 18:1-8 — Pray Persistently, Trusting in God’s Promises —
PHE: FT e 18:1-8

APOSTLES’ CREED {fi4E(54

| believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there
he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING ZE ik

Members of St. Andrew Lutheran Church use this time to respond to
God'’s goodness with gifts of thanks and love. Our giving is guided by
God’s Word: “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits from
your entire harvest” (Proverbs 3:9); “Each one should give as he has
determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves
a cheerful giver. God is able to make all grace overflow to you, so that in
all things, at all times, having all that you need, you will overflow in
every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:7-8, EHV).

Feel free also to make use of online giving options: 1) via our
website: go to http://standrewchicago.org/, then click on the “Giving”
tab; or just click on this link; or scan this QR code with your E E
mobile device; or 2) via the Vanco Mobile app: use our invite -

E-

code: GEVWA?7, or search for our church name and address
(links to the app & more info on p. 19-20).
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COMMITMENT

455 Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You
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Text:  Wilhelm E. Arends, 1677-1721, abr.; tr. John M. Sloan, 1835-after 1890, alt.
Tune: WACHET AUF (898 898 664 448) Philipp Nicolai, 1556—1608, alt.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH #[£>/A\#;

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Jacob wrestled with you, O Lord, and would not depart without a
blessing. Grant us the blessing of your grace and faith to hear and heed
the voice of your Word. Give us patience, courage and endurance in
time of trial, that we may not despair when we suffer for the sake of the
kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give faithfulness to pastors, that they
may bear witness to the appearing and kingdom of Christ, who will
judge the living and the dead. Instill in them patience and self-control,
that they may correct, rebuke, and encourage all people with sound
teaching. Grant preachers and hearers a fervent desire for the truth of
your Word, that we may not be led astray by our passions. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, guide and protect all families. Grant that husbands and
wives might live in faithfulness to each other. Bless mothers with child,
all children, and all who bring children to Baptism, and nurture them in
the faith. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy One, bless Donald, our president; the Congress of these United
States; JB, our governor; and all elected and appointed officials of
government. Guide them to promote good and just laws for the benefit
of all people. Give them integrity, that they may serve the highest good
with their abilities. Bless those whose sacrificial service regularly
protects and defends us here and abroad. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Almighty God, because you neither slumber nor sleep, deliver us from
evil. Especially we beg you to keep the lives of those who face sickness,
injuries and troubles. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, teach us to pray with persistence because you love us,
you always provide for us, and you promise to give justice to your elect
who cry out to you day and night. Grant us faith that wrestles with you
but trusts that you remain in control. Do not let us go until you have

12



blessed us with forgiveness, guidance, and eternal life with Christ. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow, including the following
special prayer:

for Michigan Lutheran Seminary:
Jesus, Lord of the Church, we praise you for your grace and the
privilege of declaring your salvation to all people. We pray that
you would provide the workers to fill our churches and schools
and to serve as missionaries across the world. Thank you for our
ministerial education schools, including Michigan Lutheran
Seminary in Saginaw, Michigan. Grant that no obstacle,
including tuition costs, would prevent prospective students
from studying to become a pastor, teacher, staff minister, or
missionary. We pray for the glory of your name, Lord. Amen.

Additional special prayers may be included.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: Merciful Father, as you have promised, keep safe our coming in and
our going out, from this time forth and forevermore, for we pray in
the name of Jesus, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER F#

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER and BLESSING #4545 & 4@
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M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your
faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect
and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
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CLOSING HYMN — Day by Day — CWS #765 — printed on the following
page — XiF — fE F— 1T
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leaf, b. 1936 © 1992 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
Tune: BLOTTENDAG (10 9 10 9 D) Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813-1882
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ST. ANDREW’S MINISTRY THIS WEEK
November 9-16, 2025

Today 9:30 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Sunday School & Adult Bible
study
Tuesday 6:30-8:00 PM Youth Confirmation Class
Saturday 7:45 PM 3 B4 (Chinese Ministry)
Sunday (11/16) 9:30 AM Worship Service w. Lord’s Supper
11:00 AM Sunday School & Adult Bible
study

The paraments are green for the Sundays after Pentecost. Green
represents growth. The Sundays after Pentecost emphasize the growth
in faith and godly living that the Holy Spirit works in us through the
Word of God.

WELCOME, GUESTS! — We're glad to have you worship with us today!
Please sign the guest book in the center church entryway so that we
have a record of your visit. Our pastor, Adam Gawel, would be happy to
speak with you if you would like; please contact him (773-217-8132 /
pastor@standrewchicago.org). Please join us again soon!

CHRISTMAS PARTY PLANNED FOR DEC. 14 AT MAMA LUIGI’S; SIGN UP
On December 14 (Sunday) 1:00-5:00, a Christmas party and fellowship
lunch is planned at Mama Luigi’s Restaurant, 7500 S. Harlem,
Bridgeview. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet on the Bible study table
in the back of the worship space, and mark your calendar, to enjoy this
time of fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ!

WELS TEEN ONLINE BIBLE STUDY — Nov. 9 (today), 6:00pm

“A Smashing Salvation” (Deborah — Judges 3:6—4)

This section of God’s Word provides an exciting judge like Ehud and a
surprising judge in Deborah. God does not sit in heaven letting the
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world turn, uninterested. His deliverances are not a thing of the past.
Yes, sometimes it’s only when we see how hopeless we are that we can
appreciate how powerful the Lord is. Rev. Dave Scharf, professor of
theology at Martin Luther College, New Ulm, MN, will lead this online
interactive Bible study for teens via Zoom. More information and the
link to register can be found here: https://wels.net/serving-
you/christian-life/discipleship/national-teen-bible-study/

WOMEN’S ADVENT PRAYER BREAKFAST — Dec. 6 (Sat.), 9:00am, at
Jerusalem Lutheran Church, Morton Grove

The women of Jerusalem Lutheran Church in Morton Grove (6218
Capulina Ave.) will be hosting an Advent Prayer Breakfast for area WELS
congregations on Saturday, December 6 at 9:00am. The women of St.
Andrew's are warmly invited to attend, for a morning of food and
fellowship along with a program filled with worship, songs, and prayer
to ready our hearts for our Savior’s birth. RSVP at
www.tinyurl.com/AdventBreakfast2025 .

REGISTRATION OPEN FOR WELS NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON LUTHERAN
LEADERSHIP —Jan. 19-21 (Mon-Wed), Hilton Chicago (720 S. Michigan)
Registration is now open for the WELS National Conference on Lutheran
Leadership, held at the Chicago Hilton on Jan. 19-21. Early-bird
registration until Nov. 15 is $299. After Nov. 16: $349. Deadline to
register is Nov. 30. https://lutheranleadership.com/2026-registration/
Lutheran leadership is for everyone! When people hear “leadership
conference,” they might think this conference is only for pastors or
church council members. But it’s so much more than that. When you
look at the descriptions of the 70 different presentation options, you
will see there are presentations about how everyone can use their gifts
to serve the church. We encourage women, men, young adults, and
teens to attend!

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: “Christ Through Us” — Sundays 11:00

This study gives an overview of the 175-year history of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), in PowerPoint presentations
containing pictures from the book of the same name recently published
by Northwestern Publishing House. This study highlights the blessings
God has poured out on the WELS as it carries out its mission across the
nation and the world, and the theological and cultural challenges that
refined WELS into a distinctly Christ-centered, confessional Lutheran
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church body. Join us for this study to learn more about the history of
our church body and give thanks to God for all his blessings through it!
All are welcome! If you're interested but aren’t able to join us, you can
find the PowerPoints and study guides here:
https://welshistoricalinstitute.org/175th-resources/#congregational ,
and the book available for purchase here:
https://online.nph.net/175annivbook

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 11:00 / after worship

Sunday school is held after the worship service, either in the church
basement or in the ministry center (next-door to church). Sunday school
is open to children from age 3 through 8" grade. (High-schoolers are
welcome to join adult Bible study in church during the same time.) All
are welcome!

YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS — Tuesdays 6:30pm

Youth confirmation class is open to youth starting from grade 5 or 6
(depending on individual readiness) and above. (Young adults nearing
the end of high school and beyond who have not yet been confirmed in
the WELS or ELS can arrange for adult confirmation class with Pastor
Gawel.) The class is currently held on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:00,
but we could discuss adjusting the class day or time if needed, to
accommodate the schedules of everyone who is interested. If you have
a potential student in mind who would be ready to start class, please
speak with Pastor Gawel. All are welcome!

“THE SHROUD OF JESUS? ITS ARCHEOLOGICAL AND APOLOGETIC
VALUE” - live-stream recording available

The recording of the lecture on the Shroud of Turin is available here:
https://apologeticscenter.org/events/2025-shroud-of-turin/ . The
“Shroud of Turin” is likely the most studied religious artifact. Scientists in
1978 and 1988 concluded that the Shroud was a medieval fake.
However, their results were contested due to unscientific procedures,
invalid results, and disqualifying inconsistencies. The 2020s brought fresh
and exacting analysis, exploding the methodology and results of the 70s
and 80s. So much so, that a consensus has formed: The Shroud belongs
to first century Jerusalem. Circumstantially, the Shroud bears all the
marks of being the very burial cloth that enshrouded the crucified and
resurrected body of Christ Jesus.
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BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS

This class is open to anyone who is interested in learning more about
what the Bible teaches and what our church believes — and for those
who would like a review. At the conclusion of the class, those who are
in agreement in faith are invited to join our church, though this is not a
requirement for taking the class. Pastor Gawel is able to teach the class
in English and Mandarin Chinese, and we have class materials in Spanish
available as well. If you or someone you know are interested in starting
Bible information class, please contact Pastor Gawel, and we can
schedule the class at a time and place that’s convenient for you.

PASTORAL COUNSELING; PRIVATE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor Gawel is available for confidential pastoral counseling on the
basis of God’s Word, and for private confession and absolution. Please
feel free to make an appointment to see him. (You may call or text
Pastor Gawel on his cell phone: 773-217-8132.)

SATURDAY EVENING CHINESE MINISTRY JE/SHe _E7:45FF &S]
Chinese ministry is held on Saturday evenings at 7:45pm in our ministry
center (the house next-door to church), which includes elements of a
worship service, Bible study, and prayer, all in Mandarin Chinese. New
friends are always welcome to join! Please invite any Chinese friends or
neighbors. You may share with them the following invitation:
FHANKE 7:45, XRB/AEBIBERBESARANPILERY:
M. aEsm! RIOEBLSWELHL (FEEFLAHET) A
B4, HubbR 3650 S. Honore St., Chicago. WIREARME THEE
%, BRARF BN FHL. 773-217-8132. XKl !

WELS Family Devotions

Get your family into God’s Word during the week! WELS has developed
short devotions for the entire family to use. Each devotion comes
complete with a set of questions for different age groups, a prayer, and
hymn verses that can be sung or spoken. Downloadable printable
versions are also available. Find the family devotions at
www.wels.net/family-devotions

Sign up today for Marriage Moments
Every marriage has its “moments.” That’s why marriages need moments
of encouragement and refreshment. Marriage Moments are short,

19


http://www.wels.net/family-devotions

weekly videos highlighting one biblical marriage thought accompanied
by a discussion question. Watch a video introduction and subscribe to
receive the videos directly to your e-mail at
www.welscongregationalservices.net/marriagemoments

ONLINE GIVING INFORMATION
There are a number of ways to give to St. Andrew online: 1) via our

website: go to http://standrewchicago.org/ , then click on the “Giving”
tab; or just click on this link; or scan this QR code with your .
mobile device; or 2) via the Vanco Mobile app: use our E. E
church’s invite code: GEVWA7, or search for our church name

and address. You can download the Vanco Mobile app from El

the Apple App Store for iOS devices or the Google Play Store

for Android devices. Please contact St. Andrew’s elder for stewardship,
Sam Delaurentis delaurentis.sam@gmail.com with any questions.

Music and liturgy printed under Onelicense # A-714339 and CCLI
license # 20019508.

Scripture readings, unless otherwise noted, are from the Evangelical
Heritage Version (EHV), copyright 2019 by the Wartburg Project,
www.wartburgproject.org

Budgeted need each month | Total offerings received in October
$15,545.33 $5,307.68
Offerings received last week: $1,263.84
(budgeted need each week: $3,587.38)

Ministry Attendance Last Week
Worship attendance last Sunday in church: 32 (26 adults, 6 children)
Sunday service live-stream peak concurrent viewing devices: 11
Last weekend’s Saturday Chinese ministry: 9
Adult Bible study attendance: 6 (Sun.: 6)
Sunday school: n/a
Youth confirmation class: n/a

God bless you this week as you share the joy of the gospel with others!
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