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2nd Sunday in Advent 
December 7, 2025 – St. Andrew Lutheran Church 

 
SERVICE THEME:  Advent Hope for Our Hopeless Situations 

 
WELCOME — We’re so glad that you’ve joined us for this worship 
service! Please let us know if you need any assistance while you’re here. 
  

OUR MISSION — The mission of St. Andrew Lutheran Church is to guide 
people to know Jesus as their Savior, to grow in their faith, and to show 
Jesus to others. 
  

OUR BELIEF — We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God 
and the only source of all Christian doctrine and teaching. We believe 
that the only true God is the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
We believe that we are saved not by anything we do, but only through 
faith in Jesus Christ, who gave his life for our sins. We will be happy to 
tell you more about what we believe! 
  

OUR HISTORY — St. Andrew Lutheran Church was established in 1888 
and is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), a 
confessional Lutheran church body with over 1,200 congregations in 
North America and with more than 30 sister church bodies worldwide. 
 

Church Office: 3650 S. Honore St., Chicago, IL  60609  (next door to church) 
Website: www.standrewchicago.org   Office Phone: 773-376-5370 
Office Email: churchsecretary@standrewchicago.org 
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/standrewchicago/  
Pastor: Adam Gawel, cell: 773-217-8132, pastor@standrewchicago.org  
 

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE  
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near! The Forerunner (John the 
Baptizer) prepares for the coming Christ by preaching repentance that 
brings renewal of life. The Root of Jesse (Jesus) will come in swift 
judgment on the unrepentant but in mercy and grace for God’s people. 
His coming will end the wickedness of the world and usher in a new age 
restored to the perfection with which God made it.  

 

Communicant members are encouraged to prepare for the Lord’s 
Supper using the “Personal Preparation for Holy Communion” on p. 156 
in the front part of the hymnal (the red book in the pew rack). 

http://www.standrewchicago.org/
mailto:churchsecretary@standrewchicago.org
http://www.facebook.com/standrewchicago/
mailto:pastor@standrewchicago.org
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OPENING DIALOGUE AND PRAYER 
 

M:  The people walking in darkness have seen a great 
light: 
C:   On those living in the land of the shadow of 
death a light has dawned. (Isaiah 9:2) 
M:  John the Baptist called out in the wilderness: 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 

C:  “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for 
him.” (Matthew 3:2,3) 

M:  Christ himself has given us the power for repentance. By his holy life 
and innocent death, he has conquered Satan and sin and is able to 
help us when we are tempted. (Hebrews 2:18) 

C:  He reigns in our lives with his grace and brings us to eternal 
life. (Romans 5:21) 

M:  Let us pray. 
Almighty God, your holy Word has called us to repent of sin and 
walk in your path of righteousness. For the sake of Jesus Christ, you 
have not quickly judged the world for sin, but have given all a time 
of grace, and a call to turn from evil ways. By the power of your 
Spirit, turn our hearts to you. Make us grow in our obedience to 
your Word. In Jesus, you have revealed to us your holy love. Move 
us to love one another as he has loved us, and to serve one another 
as if we were serving you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Two Advent candles are lit during the OPENING HYMN. 
 

 

OPENING HYMN – Comfort, Comfort All My People – CW93 #11 – printed 

on the following page – 圣诗 –– 在下一页 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  召唤，认罪及赦罪 
 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 
that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have 
done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 
a sinner. 
 

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 
We join to sing Praise Be to the Lord (Benedictus – Song of Zechariah) – 
CW93 #276 – below and on the next page; note carefully the numbering 
of the verses; or, for easier-to-follow layout, sing from the hymnal: #276 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  本日共祷文 
M:  Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only 
Son. By his coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed 
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light on our path through the darkness of this world; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 
 
 

FIRST READING – Isaiah 11:1-10  (EHV) – 以赛亚书 11:1-10 
 

A shoot will spring up from the stump of Jesse,  
and a Branch from his roots will bear fruit.  
2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him:  

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
the Spirit of counsel and might,  
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  

3He will be delighted with the fear of the LORD.  
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,  
nor will he render decisions based on what he hears with his ears,  
4but with righteousness he will judge the poor,  
and he will render fair decisions in favor of the oppressed on the 

earth.  
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  
and with the breath from his lips he will put the wicked to death.  
5Righteousness will be the belt around his waist,  
and faithfulness the belt around his hips.  
6The wolf will dwell with the lamb,  
and the leopard will lie down with the young goat,  
the calf, the young lion, and the fattened calf together,  
and a little child will lead them.  
7The cow and the bear will graze together,  
and their young ones will lie down together.  
The lion will eat straw like the cattle.  
8The nursing child will play near a cobra’s hole,  
and the weaned child will put his hand into a viper’s den.  
9They will not hurt or destroy anywhere on my holy mountain,  
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD,  
as the waters cover the sea.  

10This is what will take place on that day. The peoples will seek the Root 
of Jesse, who will be standing like a bannera for the peoples, and his 
resting place will be glorious. 

 
a Or signal flag 
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PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 130 – CW93 p. 114  (NIV84) – 诗篇 130 
 

 
 

Refrain 
 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;* 
O Lord, hear my voice. 

 

Let your ears be attentive* 
to my cry for mercy. 

 

If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,* 
O Lord, who could stand? 

 

But with you there is forgiveness;* 
therefore you are feared. 

 

Refrain 
 

I wait for the LORD and in his Word I put my hope.* 
My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning. 

 

O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,* 
for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full redemption. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
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Refrain Tune: Michael Joncas. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, 
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

SECOND READING – Romans 15:4-13  (EHV) – 罗马书 15:4-13 
 

4Indeed, whatever was written in the past was written for our 
instruction, so that, through patient endurance and the encouragement 
of the Scriptures, we would have hope. 5And may God, the source of 
patient endurance and encouragement, grant that you agree with one 
another in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that with one mind, in one 
voice, you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

7For this reason, accept one another as Christ also accepted you to 
the glory of God. 8For I am saying that Christ became a servant of those 
who are circumcised for the sake of God’s truth, to confirm the 
promises made to the patriarchs. 9He also did this so that the Gentiles 
would glorify God for his mercy, as it is written:  

For this reason I will praise you among the Gentiles,  
and I will sing to your name.e  

10And again it says:  
Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.a  

11And again:  
Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,  
and let all the peoples give him praise.b  

12And again Isaiah says:  
There will be a Root of Jesse,  
and he is the one who will rise up to rule the Gentiles;  
on him the Gentiles will place their hope.c  

13Now may the God of hope fill you with complete joy and peace as 
you continue to believe, so that you overflow with hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY  备福音词及哈利路亚 
 

M:  Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for 
him. All mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia. (Luke 3:4,6 - NIV) 

 
e Psalm 18:49 
a Deuteronomy 32:43 
b Psalm 117:1 
c Isaiah 11:10 
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GOSPEL – Matthew 3:1-12  (EHV) – 马太福音 3:1-12 
 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:  

 

In those days, John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea and saying, 2“Repent, because the kingdom of heaven is near!” 
3Yes, this is he of whom this was spoken through the prophet Isaiah:  

A voice of one crying out in the wilderness,  
“Prepare the way of the Lord. Make his paths straight.”d  
4John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 

his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem, all of 
Judea, and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him. 
6They were baptized by him in the Jordan River as they confessed their 
sins. 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
his baptism, he said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you 
to flee from the coming wrath? 8Therefore produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance! 9Do not think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
our father.’ For I tell you that God is able to raise up children for 
Abraham from these stones. 10Already the ax is ready to strikea the root 
of the trees. So every tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 11I baptize you with water for repentance. But 
the one who comes after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His 
winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will thoroughly clean out his 
threshing floor. He will gather his wheat into the barn, but he will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 

After the reading of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 
 

NICENE CREED  尼西亚信经 

 
d Isaiah 40:3 
a Literally is placed against 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry – CW93 #16 – 

printed on the following page – 圣诗 –– 在下一页 
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SERMON – Romans 15:4-13 – Advent Hope for Our Hopeless Situations – 

讲道：基于 罗马书 15:4-13 
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OFFERING  奉献 
 

Members of St. Andrew Lutheran Church use this time to respond to 
God’s goodness with gifts of thanks and love.  Our giving is guided by 
God’s Word: “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits from 
your entire harvest” (Proverbs 3:9); “Each one should give as he has 
determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves 
a cheerful giver. God is able to make all grace overflow to you, so that in 
all things, at all times, having all that you need, you will overflow in 
every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:7-8, EHV).   

Feel free also to make use of online giving options: 1) via our  
website: go to http://standrewchicago.org/ , then click on 
the “Giving” tab; or just click on this link; or scan this QR 
code with your mobile device; or 2) via the Vanco Mobile 
app: use our invite code: GEVWA7, or search for our church 
name and address (links to the app & more info on p. 24). 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  教会公祷 
 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed 
your promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the 

http://standrewchicago.org/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRkmrYEOTju9mQOzStfPi7nfHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouUnfHJSRU4CVEw4G-eN6dlA=
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serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old, you continually 
directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your 
Son to destroy the works of the devil. 

 

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty 
Word to shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber 
and apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is near.” 

 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our 
joy and strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, 
and give hope to the despairing. In these days before Christmas, 
spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of 
commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your 
grace. 

 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where 
we will see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the 
Lord of lords. 

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow, including the following 
special prayer: 
 

for WELS’s long-range strategic plan: Commission: 
Lord, thank you for your Great Commission playing out in Latin 
America, as Lutheran men reached by WELS missionaries have 
become missionaries themselves who share your gospel of 
forgiveness of sins across countries. Bless our synod’s 
“Commission” goals in the long-range strategic plan. Help us 
work with church bodies in our fellowship to carry out mission 
work and open seminaries. Guide us in producing Lutheran 
resources in other languages. And let us proclaim the gospel to 
unreached nations, including in high-risk areas. Amen. 

 

Additional special prayers may be included.  

 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
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M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your 
glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  主祷文 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE SACRAMENT  圣餐礼 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy Supper in which we receive his 

true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of 
our faith. In this Supper, we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear 
witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we 
proclaim his death until he returns.   

Following the teaching of the Bible (1 Corinthians 10:17; 11:27-29; 
etc.), our church practices closed communion.  We ask that only those 
who are current communicant members of this church or another 
congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) partake of the sacrament today.  If you 
are not a current member of this church or one of our sister churches, 
our pastor would be happy to speak with you about receiving the Lord’s 
Supper with us in the future.  Please mention it to him after the service. 

 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 
prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with 
all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 
and join their glorious song: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  耶稣设立圣餐的话 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION  分发圣餐 – 只邀请已经受坚信礼的本会成员来领受 
At the direction of the usher, current communicant members of St. 
Andrew and our sister churches in the WELS and ELS may come forward 
down the center aisle, then wait until directed by an usher to go to the 
communion rail.  Communicants may kneel or stay standing.  Please 
hold out your hand to receive the bread.  If you wish to partake of the 
common cup, do not take an individual cup when the assistant comes by 
with the tray.  Those who need to receive grape juice instead of wine 
may take the purple individual cups in the center of the tray.  The 
minister and assistant will use hand sanitizer before and/or wear sterile 
gloves during communion setup and distribution.  Gluten-free wafers are 
available; please speak with the pastor or an usher to receive one. 
 
 

After the distribution, the congregation sings: – 分发圣餐后，会众齐唱： 
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PRAYER and BLESSING  祷告及祝福 
 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: And his mercy endures forever. 
 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with 
this holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our 
faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in 
the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN – When All the World Was Cursed – CW93 #20 – 

printed on the following page – 圣诗 –– 在下一页 
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ST. ANDREW’S MINISTRY THIS WEEK 
December 7-14, 2025 

 

Today  9:30 AM  Worship Service w. Lord’s Supper 
   

11:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible 
study 

   

Saturday 7:45 PM  中文聚会  (Chinese Ministry) 
 
Sunday (12/14) 9:30 AM  Worship Service 
 

11:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible 
Study 

 
1:00-5:00 PM  Christmas Party & Meal @ 

Mama Luigi’s; sign up today 
 

 
The paraments are blue for the season of Advent. Our Christian faith 
rests on the hope that Christ, who came in history taking on human 
flesh, will also return on the last day of time from that same blue sky 
into which he ascended long ago. 
 
WELCOME, GUESTS! – We’re glad to have you worship with us today!  
Please sign the guest book in the center church entryway so that we 
have a record of your visit.  Our pastor, Adam Gawel, would be happy to 
speak with you if you would like; please contact him (773-217-8132 / 
pastor@standrewchicago.org).  Please join us again soon! 
 
THANK OFFERING — Thank offering for all blessings the Lord has given 
our family, by Frank & Sandy Thompson. 
 
SIGN UP FOR CHRISTMAS PARTY & MEAL DEC. 14 AT MAMA LUIGI’S 
A Christmas party and fellowship meal is planned for our St. Andrew 
church family on December 14 (Sunday) 1:00-5:00 at Mama Luigi’s 
Restaurant, 7500 S. Harlem Ave., Bridgeview.  The deadline to sign up is 
today.  Please either sign up today on the sign-up sheet on the Bible 
study table in the back of the worship space, or contact Glenn or 
Christine Young or Pastor Gawel. 
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ADVENT DEVOTIONS IN PRINT & ONLINE 
This year again, our church-body’s college of ministry, Martin Luther 
College, in New Ulm, MN, has prepared a devotion booklet for Advent.  
We have some hard copies left, and it is available online to download or 
read online as well: https://mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-
devotions/ .  WELS Women’s Ministry has also produced daily devotions 
for Advent that you can subscribe to receive by email here: 
https://wels.net/womens-ministry-devotions-subscription/ .  And, the 
quarterly Meditations booklets contain daily devotions for Advent as 
well.  May God bless your meditation on his Word this Advent! 
 
REGISTRATION EXTENDED FOR WELS NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
LUTHERAN LEADERSHIP – Jan. 19-21 (Mon-Wed), Hilton Chicago (720 S. 
Michigan) 
The registration window has been extended for the WELS National 
Conference on Lutheran Leadership, held at the Chicago Hilton on Jan. 19-
21. Final deadline is Dec. 7. https://lutheranleadership.com/2026-
registration/  
Lutheran leadership is for everyone!  When people hear “leadership 
conference,” they might think this conference is only for pastors or 
church council members. But it’s so much more than that. When you 
look at the descriptions of the 70 different presentation options, you 
will see there are presentations about how everyone can use their gifts 
to serve the church. We encourage women, men, young adults, and 
teens to attend!  
 
HANDEL’S MESSIAH AND PRAETORIUS CONCERTS IN OUR AREA 
Every year in Chicago near Christmas there are multiple performances 
of Handel’s Messiah, a world-famous oratorio in English that highlights 
Old Testament prophecies of the Savior and their fulfillment in the life 
and work of Jesus.  This year, Apollo Chorus is performing it on Dec. 13 
and 14: https://www.apollochorus.org/event-calendar/ .  Camerata 
Chicago is performing Messiah Part 1 (the Christmas portion) plus the 
Hallelujah Chorus and the Handel piece Zadok the Priest, on Dec. 12, 13, 
& 14: https://www.cameratachicago.org/category/concert-series/2025-
12-sacred-music-messiah/ (kids are almost free, and there’s a 20% 
discount available for all with code CCNL).  Apollo’s Fire is performing a 
concert of the work of Lutheran composer Michael Praetorius, 
presented as a Christmas Vespers service, including his settings of the 
familiar carols Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming and In Dulci Jubilo (Now 

https://mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/
https://mlc-wels.edu/publications/seasonal-devotions/
https://wels.net/womens-ministry-devotions-subscription/
https://lutheranleadership.com/2026-registration/
https://lutheranleadership.com/2026-registration/
https://www.apollochorus.org/event-calendar/
https://www.cameratachicago.org/category/concert-series/2025-12-sacred-music-messiah/
https://www.cameratachicago.org/category/concert-series/2025-12-sacred-music-messiah/


 22 

Sing We, Now Rejoice), on Dec. 14 & 15: 
https://apollosfire.org/event/praetorius-christmas-vespers-chicago/  
 
CHRISTMAS CONCERTS BY WELS HIGHER ED & HIGH SCHOOLS 
Celebrate the birth of your Savior with our WELS ministerial education 
schools and area Lutheran high schools. Watch their Christmas concerts in 
December via the schools’ livestreams. Concerts are in Central Time, 
unless noted. Find more information as well as links to the livestreams 
at wels.net/events. 

• Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn.—Dec. 13, 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 
14, 4 p.m. 

• Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wis.—Dec. 14, 3 and 7 
p.m. 

• Luther Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis.—Dec. 14, 3 p.m.; 
Dec. 18, 10 a.m. 

• Michigan Lutheran Seminary, Saginaw, Mich.—Dec. 19, 7 p.m. ET 
• Area Lutheran high schools—Info & links at wels.net/events.  

 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
If you’re interested in Christmas caroling in our neighborhood sometime 
this Advent / Christmas season, contact Pastor Gawel, and we’ll discuss 
with all who are interested about a date and time. 
 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY: “Christ Through Us” – Sundays 11:00 
This study gives an overview of the 175-year history of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), in PowerPoint presentations 
containing pictures from the book of the same name recently published 
by Northwestern Publishing House.  This study highlights the blessings 
God has poured out on the WELS as it carries out its mission across the 
nation and the world, and the theological and cultural challenges that 
refined WELS into a distinctly Christ-centered, confessional Lutheran 
church body.  Join us for this study to learn more about the history of 
our church body and give thanks to God for all his blessings through it!  
All are welcome!  If you’re interested but aren’t able to join us, you can 
find the PowerPoints and study guides here: 
https://welshistoricalinstitute.org/175th-resources/#congregational , 
and the book available for purchase here: 
https://online.nph.net/175annivbook  
 
 

https://apollosfire.org/event/praetorius-christmas-vespers-chicago/
https://d5j7-304.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j7-304/VWgZNk5--DnXW7Qvc7k5PFBPvW6J3_6X5G3C3zN3JhCFbcfdp6W50lYqz6lZ3kRW7Hd-Zc92dplLW53Qk8x53CWyyW9cnHbC3L4_4DVmLc9P6mMz8gW4MvDkC1W0jfJW5KlMC91xJr8YW8qQyfY35NXdTW1P98BF1SNZ2JMP4l_LNHV7BW61yHBQ3SDSJsW5VcS4G8p2rHSW6L8VyX1kF_lDW4yx_dH3J8HXjW7RjNQb6TvmFDW66rC5z1Q9KVGW967BL_37LP2ZW4k7kXr3977tDW9jy13_6KHM8TW547mx_23682tW7byjd45QywvcW3V7qrV6hgMBzW2-Mccb52f-nXW5NcCyn8ftpBMW7WFGG91ypxKPW87dTlH719Xh9VGrm_-1kmqJrW1VMlmB45XcW4W2DBjq_2FFTqFW8wgZkq34s7gMW5xJvfK208XLxW5NxFdz4x9Pb-W4BDjL51TSsBlW5H0Kg53Czh7WW75H1Dw8btg8XW92t6ZJ5syDzVW805g4R7zhS7JVVjvXl1pntsKW3_09Vz2Knj9rW1-2VY952kkvzVpGlvt1jW94CN1xVjwtpGhfpW8vKQmh3FYr6rW5c0bDz10Y1nFW3XjS_58QSrnVV39wsq56XWBJW22Gnps8PdsR7W5HrxCL1NS9G8W6P4YYw6Ww_jvW8GQYKB6nh4LMW7CR6B142hzSKVcZvTK1X8fVgW5_bYgK61wdj4N5ynzQ6Ntdk0W1tQPM84nbngQVy8h5h3ZgL9QN29mbWZyBKd9W5GBFh049ZlKSW7KgSmP4DkVx2W6LCCDc1nqF8-V_qmB48C4ndwW6fSQpK7dZ-JKN7bfTHkxyQ68W7KTLx_35ZM_LW9gR-w03-rJq4W2Jk6Zx5X_G81W66stm54ksNJDW4GcryL6Jbh5VW6cYk-D2GKlNhW9c94KR96fHDLW2G9Bb72cMk-TN7BPlhl3g3y_VT69wL4kB7mlW2Wb6q78FC1-qW1414dw2MNyTvN6kN_tFJ0tZ_W4TxDHW8hZYn0W6LdPBx8ffxvWW3p6PWT41sC4ZW7GQlnB3s_0hCW4dNktj51RjCrf7pGRpP04
https://d5j7-304.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/Y+113/d5j7-304/VWgZNk5--DnXW7Qvc7k5PFBPvW6J3_6X5G3C3zN3JhCG43m2nnW6N1vHY6lZ3nCW2NdwmB5C5VljW82DJ-L3fStyyW2yJvV-6Gh8hJW18PHzV2CkKF1W6p70qS707G3vW3GDdc71NBKcMW7hkTfN2RhTlKW91SZjJ71_6TqW73-y3v7Zrk32VL00s-2kC54ZN5cqXZp2xK6pW4FzD0M7yBSSGW1rbsC16b82CQW4FnQGk24jL4VV5j9gB4_RhsDW5mws045D_zfGW5kw4rH22P9JMW3VXSR25bZv0XW7l5VWh5zDh8vW7HmPdV6t2zjkW1N-lTp2y0_YfW5f97WM7mNxr0f2LLsC804
https://welshistoricalinstitute.org/175th-resources/#congregational
https://online.nph.net/175annivbook
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SUNDAY SCHOOL – 11:00 / after worship 
Sunday school is held after the worship service, either in the church 
basement or in the ministry center (next-door to church).  Sunday school 
is open to children from age 3 through 8th grade.  (High-schoolers are 
welcome to join adult Bible study in church during the same time.)  All 
are welcome! 
 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS – Thursdays 6:30pm 
Youth confirmation class is open to youth starting from grade 5 or 6 
(depending on individual readiness) and above.  (Young adults nearing 
the end of high school and beyond who have not yet been confirmed in 
the WELS or ELS can arrange for adult confirmation class with Pastor 
Gawel.)  The class is currently held on Thursday evenings from 6:30-
8:00, but we could discuss adjusting the class day or time if needed, to 
accommodate the schedules of everyone who is interested.  If you have 
a potential student in mind who would be ready to start class, please 
speak with Pastor Gawel.  All are welcome! 
 
BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS 
This class is open to anyone who is interested in learning more about 
what the Bible teaches and what our church believes – and for those 
who would like a review.  At the conclusion of the class, those who are 
in agreement in faith are invited to join our church, though this is not a 
requirement for taking the class.  Pastor Gawel is able to teach the class 
in English and Mandarin Chinese, and we have class materials in Spanish 
available as well.  If you or someone you know are interested in starting 
Bible information class, please contact Pastor Gawel, and we can 
schedule the class at a time and place that’s convenient for you. 
 
PASTORAL COUNSELING; PRIVATE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor Gawel is available for confidential pastoral counseling on the 
basis of God’s Word, and for private confession and absolution. Please 
feel free to make an appointment to see him. (You may call or text 
Pastor Gawel on his cell phone: 773-217-8132.) 
 

SATURDAY EVENING CHINESE MINISTRY  周六晚上7:45中文圣经学习 
Chinese ministry is held on Saturday evenings at 7:45pm in our ministry 
 center (the house next-door to church), which includes elements of a 
worship service, Bible study, and prayer, all in Mandarin Chinese.  New 
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friends are always welcome to join!  Please invite any Chinese friends or 
neighbors.  You may share with them the following invitation: 

每周六晚上 7:45，圣安得烈基督教路德宗教会有成人中文圣经学

习。欢迎您参加！我们在教会的事工中心（教堂旁边的房子）现场

聚会；地址是 3650 S. Honore St., Chicago。如果你想了解更

多，请联系高乐仁牧师：手机：773-217-8132。欢迎！ 
 
ONLINE GIVING INFORMATION 
There are a number of ways to give to St. Andrew online: 1) via our 
website: go to http://standrewchicago.org/ , then click on the “Giving” 
tab; or just click on this link; or scan this QR code with your 
mobile device; or 2) via the Vanco Mobile app: use our 
church’s invite code: GEVWA7, or search for our church name 
and address.  You can download the Vanco Mobile app from 
the Apple App Store for iOS devices or the Google Play Store 
for Android devices.  Please contact St. Andrew’s elder for stewardship, 
Sam DeLaurentis delaurentis.sam@gmail.com with any questions. 
 
Music and liturgy printed under OneLicense # A-714339 and CCLI 
license # 20019508. 
Scripture readings, unless otherwise noted, are from the Evangelical 
Heritage Version (EHV), copyright 2019 by the Wartburg Project, 
www.wartburgproject.org 
 

Budgeted need each month Total offerings received in November 

$15,545.33 $9,279.23 

Offerings received 11/27 through 11/30: $2,601.00 
(budgeted need each week: $3,587.38) 

 
Ministry Attendance Last Week 

Worship attendance last Sunday in church:  11 (9 adults, 2 children) 
Sunday service live-stream peak concurrent viewing devices:  15 

Worship attendance Thanksgiving in church:  17 (16 adults, 1 child) 
Thanksgiving service live-stream peak concurrent viewing devices:  6 

Last weekend’s Saturday Chinese ministry:  4 
Adult Bible study attendance:  10 (Sun.: 6; Tue.: 2, 2) 
Sunday school:  n/a       Youth confirmation class:  6 

 
God bless you this week as you share the joy of the gospel with others! 

http://standrewchicago.org/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRkmrYEOTju9mQOzStfPi7nfHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouUnfHJSRU4CVEw4G-eN6dlA=
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/vanco-mobile-faith-engagement/id1504961674
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vancopayments.vancomobile&hl=en_US
mailto:delaurentis.sam@gmail.com
http://www.wartburgproject.org/

