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The Epiphany of Our Lord (observed)
January 4, 2026 — St. Andrew Lutheran Church

SERVICE THEME: Through Jesus We Have Confidence before God

WELCOME — We're so glad that you’ve joined us for this worship
service! Please let us know if you need any assistance while you’re here.

OUR MISSION — The mission of St. Andrew Lutheran Church is to guide
people to know Jesus as their Savior, to grow in their faith, and to show
Jesus to others.

OUR BELIEF — We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God
and the only source of all Christian doctrine and teaching. We believe
that the only true God is the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
We believe that we are saved not by anything we do, but only through
faith in Jesus Christ, who gave his life for our sins. We will be happy to
tell you more about what we believe!

OUR HISTORY — St. Andrew Lutheran Church was established in 1888
and is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), a
confessional Lutheran church body with over 1,200 congregations in
North America and with more than 30 sister church bodies worldwide.

Church Office: 3650 S. Honore St., Chicago, IL 60609 (next door to church)
Website: www.standrewchicago.org Office Phone: 773-376-5370

Office Email: churchsecretary@standrewchicago.org

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/standrewchicago/

Pastor: Adam Gawel, cell: 773-217-8132, pastor@standrewchicago.org

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

Jesus appears as Savior of the Nations. The Festival of the Epiphany of our
Lord (Jan. 6) is the second-oldest festival celebrated by the Christian
Church, dating to the 2" century A.D. The Eastern Church commemorates
the birth of Christ on this day, but the Western Church commemorates
Epiphany as the revelation of Jesus as Savior of Gentiles as well as Jews, as
the Magi (wise men) are the first Gentiles to visit Jesus.

Communicant members are encouraged to prepare for the Lord’s
Supper using the “Personal Preparation for Holy Communion” on p. 156
in the front part of the hymnal (the red book in the pew rack).
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EPIPHANY

83 As with Gladness Men of Old

l{o ﬂ i | [ ! i ) ) | I | I
© ¢ o o T e T o
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a - ted light You its light, its Jjoy, its  crown,
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Lead - ing on - ward, beam -ing bright, So, most gra- cious
You whom heav’n and  earth a - dore, So may we with
Pure and free from sin’s al - loy, All our cost - liest
Bring our ran - somed souls at last Where they need no
You its sun which goes not down. There for - ev - er
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Lord, may we Ev - er - more your fol - lowers be.
will - ing feet Ev - er seek your mer - cy @ seat
treas - ures bring, Christ, to you, our heav'n-ly King.
star to guide, Where no clouds your glo - ry  hide.
may we sing Al - le - lu - ias o our King!

Text:  William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt.
Tune: Dix (77 77 77) Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872, alt.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 731, i\ 5E S gk

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.



M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess

our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful and
that | have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have
done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this | deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins,
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have mercy on me,

a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

We join to sing Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun — CW93 #84:
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I Je - sus shall reign  wher - ¢’er  the sun Does its  suc -
2 To him shall end - less prayer be made And end - less
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prais - es crown his  head; His name like sweet  per-
love with sweet - est song, And in - fant voic - es
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shore to shore Till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise With ev - 'ry  morn - ing sac - ri - fice.
shall  pro - claim Their ear - ly bless - ings  on  his name.
ter - nal rest, And all who suf - fer want are blest.
songs a - gain, And earth re - peat the loud a - men.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, abr., alt,

Tune: TRURO (LM) Psalmodia Evangelica, Part 11, London, 1789,




PRAYER OF THE DAY 7 H L%

M: Let us pray.
Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the
nations your one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him
now by faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

FIRST READING — Isaiah 60:1-6 (EHV)— L% 15 60:1-6

Arise, shine, for your light has come,

and the glory of the LORD is dawning upon you.

2Look, darkness covers the earth,

and deep darkness covers the peoples,

but the LORD will dawn upon you,

and his glory will be seen over you.

3Nations will walk to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

“Look up. Look all around and see!

All of them have been gathered. They are coming to you.
Your sons will come from far away,

and people will carry your daughters on their side.
>Then you will look and be radiant.

Your heart will race with excitement and burst with joy.
For great riches from the sea will be delivered to you.
The wealth of the nations will come to you.

Caravans of camels will cover your land,

young camels from Midian and Ephah.

All those from Sheba will come.

They will carry gold and incense,

and they will announce the good news of the praise of the LORD.

PSALM OF THE DAY — Psalm 72 — CWS p. 51 (NIV84) — printed on the
following page — i 72 — 7E F— 11



Psalm 72
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Endow the King with your justice, O God,
the royal son with your righteousness.

He will defend the afflicted among the people

and save the children of the needy.

He will endure as long as the sun,

as long as the moon, through all generations.
He will be like rain falling on a mown field,

like showers watering the earth.

Refrain

All kings will bow down to him
and all nations will serve him.
All nations will be blessed through him,
and they will call him blessed.

May his name endure forever;
may it continue as long as the sun.
Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds.
May the whole earth be filled with his glory.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Music: © 2005 Lynn L. Petersen.




SECOND READING — Ephesians 3:2-12 (EHV) — LL#E 5 3:2-12

2Surely you have heard of the administration of God’s grace given to
me for you, 3namely, that the mystery was made known to me by
revelation (as | have already written briefly). *When you read this, you
will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ. *This
mystery was not made known to people in past generations as it has
now been revealed by the Spirit to his holy apostles and prophets. 6This
mystery is that in Christ Jesus the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of
the same body, and people who also share in the promise through the
gospel.

’I became a servant of this gospel, in keeping with the gift of God’s
grace that was given to me by the working of his power. 8To me—even
though | am the very least of all the saints—was given this grace: to
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ °and to
enlighten everyone about the administration of this mystery. In past
ages this mystery remained hidden in God, who created all things. °He
did this so that, through the church, the multifaceted wisdom of God
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 'This was done according to the eternal purpose that he
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. ?In him we can freely approach
God with confidence through faith in him.
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M: Alleluia. We saw his star in the east and have come to worship
him. Alleluia. (Matthew 2:2b)
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GOSPEL — Matthew 2:1-12 (EHV) — & K48 2:1-12

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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C: Glo-ry be to you, O Lord!
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After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise
Men from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2“Where is he who
has been born King of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose® and have
come to worship him.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was alarmed,
and all Jerusalem with him. *He gathered together all the people’s chief
priests and experts in the law. He asked them where the Christ was to
be born. °They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, because this was
written through the prophet:

®You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least

among the rulers of Judah: because out of you will come a ruler,

who will shepherd my people, Israel.”®

"Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from
them exactly when the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem
and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. When you find him,
report to me, so that | may also go and worship him.”

9After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star
they had seen when it rose’ went ahead of them, until it stood still over
the place where the child was. 1®°When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with overwhelming joy. 'After they went into the house and saw the
child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and worshipped him.
Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. ?Since they had been warned in a dream not
to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by another
route.

After the reading of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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NICENE CREED JETH (54

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY — How Lovely Shines the Morning Star — CW93 #79 —
printed on the following page — &1 — £ F— 11
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2 O high-est joy by mor-tals won, True Son of God and
3 O might-y Fa - ther, in your Son You loved me ere you

4 Oh, joy to know that you, my Friend, Are Lord, be - gin - ning
5 Lift up the voice and strike the string, Let all glad sounds of
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Mar - y’s Son, The high - born King of a - ges!
had be - gun This an - cient world’s foun - da - tion.
with - out end, The first and last, e - ter - nal!
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spir - it him 1 see, | joy in trib - u - la - tion.
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mor - row, ev-'ry day Till trav - ’ling days are end - ed.
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Low - ly, Ho - ly, Great and glo-rious, O vic - to - rious
Sigh - ing, Cry - ing For the sa-vor Of your fa - vor
What bliss Is this! He is liv - ing, To me  giv - ing
A - men, A - men! Come and meet me, Quick-ly greet me!
Sing out, Ring out Tri - umph glo-rious, O vic - to - rious

Prince of gra-ces, Fill - ing all the heav’n-ly pla - ces.
Rest - ing nev - er Till I rest in  you for-ev - er
Life for - ev - er; Noth-ing me from him can sev - er
With deep yearn-ing, Lord, [ look for your re - turn - ing.
Chos - en  na - tion; Praise the God of your sal - va - tion.

Text:  Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608, abr., adapt,; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, St. Louis, 1941, alt.
Tune: WIE SCHON LEUCHTET (887 887 22 44 48) Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608, alt.
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SERMON - Ephesians 3:2-12 — Through Jesus We Have Confidence
Before God — ¥i&: &1 DLIBAT 1S 3:2-12

After the sermon, the congregation sings: — Y& J5, /5518

EPIPHANY
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Je - sus Christ, our Lord and King. May we, bod -y, soul, and
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fore you, In your Church re - joice to live, See your glo -
sa - ges, See the star of mer - ¢y shine, Mys - t'ry hid
spir - it,  Live de - vot - ed to your praise, Glo-rious realms
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ry and a-dore you, Thank-ful for the grace you give.
in for - mer a - ges, Mys - t'ry great of love di - vine.
of  bliss in-her - it, Grate-ful an-thems ev - er raise.

Text: Basil Woodd, 1760-1831, alt.
Tune: O DURCHBRECHER ALLER BANDE (87 87 D) Freylinghausen, Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1704, alt.
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OFFERING ZEfik

Members of St. Andrew Lutheran Church use this time to respond to
God’s goodness with gifts of thanks and love. Our giving is guided by
God’s Word: “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits from
your entire harvest” (Proverbs 3:9); “Each one should give as he has
determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves
a cheerful giver. God is able to make all grace overflow to you, so that in
all things, at all times, having all that you need, you will overflow in
every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:7-8, EHV).

Feel free also to make use of online giving options: 1) via our
website: go to http://standrewchicago.org/ , then click on the
“Giving” tab; or just click on this link; or scan this QR code [=] %% [=]
E-

with your mobile device; or 2) via the Vanco Mobile app: use
our invite code: GEVWA?7, or search for our church name and
address (links to the app & more info on p. 24).

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH #( &> /A #%

M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time
you came into our world to save us from sin and death.
C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold.

M: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John,
you came preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving
and encouraging:

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the
joy of salvation to those doomed to death.

M: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our
world. Let the good news of salvation be heard in the remotest
corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your name to
those around us who still live without faith or hope:

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of
your gospel.

M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use
our gifts to serve you and each other in willing gratitude and joy.
Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they may remember
your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the
sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and
comfort those who mourn:

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we
say and do.
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Special prayers and intercessions may follow, including the following
special prayer:

for chaplains:
Lord God, you have reconciled us to yourself through Christ and
have given us the ministry of reconciliation. Help us see
opportunities to help sick, hurting, and broken people in our
communities. Thank you for working through chaplaincy
ministries in police and fire departments, hospitals, nursing
homes, and other agencies, bringing the comfort of your
salvation to more people than we could have imagined. May
your Spirit work in the hearts of those we serve that they may
know the good news of Jesus. Amen.

Additional special prayers may be included.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your

glory.
C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER - #%4

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT 4841

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy Supper in which we receive his
true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of
our faith. In this Supper, we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear
witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we
proclaim his death until he returns.

Following the teaching of the Bible (1 Corinthians 10:17; 11:27-29;
etc.), our church practices closed communion. We ask that only those
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who are current communicant members of this church or another
congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) partake of the sacrament today. If you
are not a current member of this church or one of our sister churches,
our pastor would be happy to speak with you about receiving the Lord’s
Supper with us in the future. Please mention it to him after the service.

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C: It is good and right so to do.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all

places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a human

being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION HJS ik 5 7. 254 ¥ 1
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread;
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION 73k 48 — Wil CL 48 52 W AS AL I AR 23 il 7 SR 4152
At the direction of the usher, current communicant members of St.
Andrew and our sister churches in the WELS and ELS may come forward
down the center aisle, then wait until directed by an usher to go to the
communion rail. Communicants may kneel or stay standing. Please
hold out your hand to receive the bread. If you wish to partake of the
common cup, do not take an individual cup when the assistant comes by
with the tray. Those who need to receive grape juice instead of wine
may take the purple individual cups in the center of the tray. The
minister and assistant will use hand sanitizer before and/or wear sterile
gloves during communion setup and distribution. Gluten-free wafers are
available; please speak with the pastor or an usher to receive one.

After the distribution, the congregation sings: — 73 K X% )5, M58
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pared be - fore the face of all people, a light to light-en the
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Gen-tiles andthe glo - ry of your peo-ple Is - ra-el

PRAYER and BLESSING #4145 M2 fits

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C:  And his mercy endures forever.

M:  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with
this holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our
faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in
the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

T " f T I "
| [ \ f

O

C: A-men. A-men. A - men

CLOSING HYMN — O Jesus, King of Glory — CW93 #94 — printed on the
following page — £ 1F — £ N — 1L
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EPIPHANY

94 O Jesus, King of Glory

d i I ! I
1 O Je - sus, King of glo - 1y, Both Da - vid’s
2 The east-emn Ma - gi, com - ing Their gifts of
3 You are a might -y mon - arch, As by  your
4 Oh, look on me with pit - 'y  Though I am
5 Then let your Word with - in me  Shine as the
N | ; ;
e : T
5 | ¢ ——
Lord and son! Your rule en - dures for - ev - er;
love  to bring, Bear  wit - ness to your glo - ry
Word is  told, And yet  you care but lit - e
weak and  poor; Ad - mit me to your king - dom
fair - est  star; Keep sin  and all false doc - trine
N | ;
I ) - I | - -
(~>—1 e ——— & . — ——
S e e | S
In heav - en is your throne. Help that in earth’s do-
And  wor - ship you, their King. To you the star s
For  earth - ly goods or  gold. You do not come dis-
To dwell there, blest and sure. I pray, Lord, guide and
For - ev - er from me far Help me con - fess you
0 lr) i ; i I I " . .
Y ll-’- | I JI e | | 1 | } | J
Q)gE . i = . o
min - ions, From pole to farth-est pole, Your reign may
point - ing And the pro-phet -ic Word;  So joy - ous -
play - ing Your pow -er and re - nown. You dwell in
keep me Safe from my bit - ter foes, From sin  and
tru - ly And with all Chris-ten - dom Here hail you
N |
y — i . I T :
D z | = — i I I I
o ’ R ¢ 4
spread sal - va - tion To each  be - night - ed  soul.
lv we  hail  your Our Sav - ior and our Lord.
no high cas - tle; You wear no jew - eled crown.
death  and Sa - tan; Free me from all my  woes.
King and Sav - ior And in the world to come.

Text: Martin Behm, 1557-1622, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, st. 1-2, 4-5, alt.; Evangelical Lutheran Hyvmnal,
Columbus, OH, 1880, st. 3, alt

Tune: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN (7.6 76 D) Melchior Teschner, 158416335, alt.
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ST. ANDREW’S MINISTRY THIS WEEK
January 4-11, 2026

Today 9:30 AM Worship Service w. Lord’s Supper
11:00 AM Adult Bible study & Sunday
School
Thursday 6:30-8:00 PM Youth Confirmation Class
Saturday 7:45 PM L4 (Chinese Ministry)
Sunday (1/11) 9:30 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Adult Bible study & Sunday
School

The paraments are white for the Epiphany of Our Lord. White is the color
of purity and completeness. This color assists in bearing the message
that "though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow"
(Isaiah 1:18). Christ's purity before his Father becomes our purity. White
reinforces that message of joy.

WELCOME, GUESTS! — We're glad to have you worship with us today!
Please sign the guest book in the center church entryway so that we
have a record of your visit. Our pastor, Adam Gawel, would be happy to
speak with you if you would like; please contact him (773-217-8132 /
pastor@standrewchicago.org). Please join us again soon!

FREE BIBLE APP “YouVersion” INCLUDES AUDIO BIBLE RECORDINGS &
TIME OF GRACE DEVOTIONS AND VIDEOS

In the new year, why not resolve to read or listen to more of God’s Word
—the Bible? One great way to do that even when you’re on the go is to
listen to audio Bible recordings. The free YouVersion Bible app includes
dozens of English Bible versions (I recommend the NIV, CSB, or EHV),
many of which have audio recordings available —and many other
languages (Spanish, Chinese, etc). Download the YouVersion Bible app
from your phone’s app store (eg: Google Play), or click this link:
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https://www.bible.com/app, or scan this QR code. ...
When you open the app, tap the “Bible” icon at the
bottom of the screen to read or listen to the Bible.
Then select version (eg, NIV) and Bible-book, chapter, i
and verse at the top. Bible versions that have audio E
available will appear with a volume icon next to the ¥
name. Some versions have multiple audio options (different narrators).
Once you've opened a Bible version that has audio, there will be a
triangular play button near the bottom of the screen that you can press
to start the audio playing. You can switch narrators (if available) by
pressing the volume icon at the top of the screen. You can also find Time
of Grace (a WELS-affiliated ministry) devotions and videos from Pastor
Mike Novotny and others by searching “Time of Grace” in the “Plans” or
“Discover” tabs at the bottom of the screen. Ask Pastor Gawel if you
need any help. God bless you as you read/hear & meditate on his Word!

o

WELS DAILY DEVOTIONS - VIA WELS APP, EMAIL, ONLINE

Read or listen to WELS Daily Devotions on the WELS App (download
here: https://m.wels.net/ ), or subscribe to receive them by email:
https://wels.net/daily-devotions-subscription/ , or read them online.
These devotions are for a general adult audience. Family devotions,
teen devotions, and devotions for military service members are also
available, on the app or here: https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/,
to subscribe to receive by email or read online.

DISCOVERY DAY AT WISCONSIN LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS AND PARENTS - Jan. 19 (MLK Day)

High school students and parents are invited to attend Discovery Day

at Wisconsin Lutheran College on Monday, January 19. By attending our
special visit event, you'll have a great opportunity to tour
campus and talk with professors, current students,
coaches, your admissions counselor, and have lunch on us.
Reserve your place today! Register

today: https://wlc.news/discovery-day, call 414.443.8811,
email admissions@wilc.edu, or snap the QR code.

WELS WOMEN’S MINISTRY ONLINE BIBLE STUDY STARTING Jan. 17/19
WELS Women’s Ministry is offering the online course “Heirs Together,”
a study of what the Bible says about men and women and God’s design
for them. This course lasts 11 weeks with the option to attend on

20


https://www.bible.com/app
https://m.wels.net/
https://wels.net/daily-devotions-subscription/
https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewL24PzryDEs16EQ4TiDkAW-szgNKz-bGygHNQJPJga1y/4mk/KB8kPezZRUuJYq7FMAyYBA/h1/h001.JtD8v4lFLv42dGFVxrfBz7SVtLopG6baJwM3kZZjbgw
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.SXblp6ePJ8snAFTt7_M5G5z27LV6ggF-baJVxFxk-Tbq67a3OoBuPrQN9QRsCQg2/4mk/KB8kPezZRUuJYq7FMAyYBA/h2/h001.kyHtpXQHM5ps5ZmJUbNb-A9s-_LZmaqsTYG6-5orAlI

Saturday mornings or Monday evenings, starting January 17/19.
Register here: https://gf.wels.net/heirs-together/ . Purchase of a study
guide for the class is required ($12): https://online.nph.net/heirs-
together-of-gods-gracious-gift-student.html

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: “Christ Through Us” — Sundays 11:00

This study gives an overview of the 175-year history of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), highlighting the blessings God has
poured out on the WELS as it carries out its mission across the nation
and the world, and the theological and cultural challenges that refined
WELS into a distinctly Christ-centered, confessional Lutheran church
body. Join us for this study to learn more about the history of our
church body and give thanks to God for all his blessings through it! All
are welcome! If you're interested but aren’t able to join us, you can
find the PowerPoints and study guides here:
https://welshistoricalinstitute.org/175th-resources/#congregational ,
and the pictorial 175 anniversary history book is available for purchase
here: https://online.nph.net/175annivbook

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 11:00 / after worship on Sundays

Sunday school is held after the worship service, either in the church
basement or in the ministry center (next-door to church). Sunday school
is open to children from age 3 through 8" grade. (High-schoolers are
welcome to join adult Bible study in church during the same time.) All
are welcome!

YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASS — Thursdays 6:30pm

Youth confirmation class is open to youth starting from grade 5 or 6
(depending on individual readiness) and above. (Young adults nearing
the end of high school and beyond who have not yet been confirmed in
the WELS or ELS can arrange for adult confirmation class with Pastor
Gawel.) The class is currently held on Thursday evenings from 6:30-
8:00. If you have a potential student in mind who would be ready to
start class, please speak with Pastor Gawel. All are welcome!

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS

This class is open to anyone who is interested in learning more about
what the Bible teaches and what our church believes — and for those
who would like a review. At the conclusion of the class, those who are
in agreement in faith are invited to join our church, though this is not a
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requirement for taking the class. Pastor Gawel is able to teach the class
in English and Mandarin Chinese, and we have class materials in Spanish
available as well. If you or someone you know are interested in starting
Bible information class, please contact Pastor Gawel, and we can
schedule the class at a time and place that’s convenient for you.

PASTORAL COUNSELING; PRIVATE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor Gawel is available for confidential pastoral counseling on the
basis of God’s Word, and for private confession and absolution. Please
feel free to make an appointment to see him. (You may call or text
Pastor Gawel on his cell phone: 773-217-8132.)

SATURDAY EVENING CHINESE MINISTRY JF /S b7:45Fh XX & 223]
Chinese ministry is held on Saturday evenings at 7:45pm in our ministry
center (the house next-door to church), which includes elements of a
worship service, Bible study, and prayer, all in Mandarin Chinese. New
friends are always welcome to join! Please invite any Chinese friends or
neighbors. You may share with them the following invitation:
BRANKLE 7:45, EREBAUEBHBERBESFBRANPLELF
Mo KiBESm! ROEHASWELHOL (FEEFLWETF) R
F4; HibkRE 3650 S. Honore St., Chicago. WIRRAE THEE
Z, BWERRARREF BT FHL. 773-217-8132. XKW !

TEEN ONLINE BIBLE STUDY - Feb. 15 (Sun.), 6:00pm

“Strength Made Perfect in Weakness” (Gideon — Judges 6-7) -- The
account of Gideon convinces us that we need to alter our stereotypes of
what a servant of Christ is like. We are duped into thinking that a real
servant of Christ is dynamic, assured, confident, fearless, witty,
glamorous, fit for the Christian TV network — you get the idea! Don’t
think you are unusable because you don’t have that air about you. ...
Rev. Dave Scharf, professor of theology at Martin Luther College, New
Ulm, MN, will lead this online interactive Bible study via Zoom. Register
here: https://wels.net/serving-you/christian-life/discipleship/national-
teen-bible-study/

CONQUERORS THROUGH CHRIST - resources supporting purity online
Conquerors Through Christ is a WELS ministry that exists to help people
reject, resist, and recover from the wreckage of porn, with gospel
motivation and practical encouragement. A number of resources are
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available at https://conquerorsthroughchrist.net/ . ... Pastor Gawel is
also available for confidential, Bible-based conversation and prayer at
any time, about this or any other matter.

“TABOO QUESTIONS” PODCAST/VIDEOS WITH PASTOR MIKE NOVOTNY
Have you ever had questions you wanted to ask a pastor but felt silly or
embarrassed to ask them? Questions about “taboo” topics (that is,
topics that feel “off-limits”), like: sex, politics, porn, IVF, and mental
illness? Well, there's a podcast for that! Hear how Pastor Mike Novotny
from Time of Grace answers some real questions from people just like
you, giving thoughtful, Bible-based answers that point people back to
Jesus. Find links to Apple and Spotify podcasts and YouTube videos at
www.timeofgrace.org/tabooquestions . You can also order Pastor
Mike's book, Taboo: Topics Christians Should Be Talking About but
Don't, at https://www.taboobook.org/ . Pastor Gawel is also available
for confidential, Bible-based conversation and prayer at any time, about
these or any other matters.

“made. known.” WELS WEBSITE ON IDENTITY, GENDER, & SEXUALITY
Identity and human sexuality have become key spiritual concerns with
numerous cultural pivots over time. Many people have questions about
sexuality and gender in connection with their faith. This new WELS
website, https://madeknown.net/, exists to walk with you in faith
through identity, gender, and sexuality, so that together we can all see
how wide and high and deep is the love of Christ (Ephesians 3:18).
Pastor Gawel is also available for confidential, Bible-based conversation
and prayer at any time, about these or any other matters.

WELS Family Devotions

Get your family into God’s Word during the week! WELS has developed
short devotions for the entire family to use. Each devotion comes with a
set of questions for different age groups, a prayer, and hymn verses that
can be sung or spoken. Downloadable printable versions are also
available. Find the family devotions at www.wels.net/family-devotions

Sign up today for Marriage Moments

Every marriage has its “moments.” That’s why marriages need moments
of encouragement and refreshment. Marriage Moments are short,
weekly videos highlighting one biblical marriage thought accompanied
by a discussion question. Watch a video introduction and subscribe to
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receive the videos directly to your e-mail at
www.welscongregationalservices.net/marriagemoments

ONLINE GIVING INFORMATION
There are a number of ways to give to St. Andrew online: 1) via our

website: go to http://standrewchicago.org/, then click on the “Giving”
tab; or just click on this link; or scan this QR code with your .
mobile device; or 2) via the Vanco Mobile app: use our E. E
church’s invite code: GEVWA7, or search for our church name

and address. You can download the Vanco Mobile app from E

the Apple App Store for iOS devices or the Google Play Store

for Android devices. Please contact St. Andrew’s elder for stewardship,
Sam Delaurentis delaurentis.sam@gmail.com with any questions.

Music and liturgy printed under Onelicense # A-714339 and CCLI
license # 20019508.

Scripture readings, unless otherwise noted, are from the Evangelical
Heritage Version (EHV), copyright 2019 by the Wartburg Project,
www.wartburgproject.org

Budgeted need each month | Total offerings received in December
$15,545.33 $14,520.13
Offerings received 12/24: $5,269; 12:25: $160; 12/28: $146;

online 12/24—12/31: S446.84 = total: $6,021.84
(budgeted need each week: $3,587.38)

Ministry Attendance Last Week
Worship attendance last Sunday in church: 20 (19 adults, 1 child)
Live-stream peak concurrent viewing devices (Sunday): 7

Christmas Eve worship attendance in church: 65 (45 adults, 20 children)

Christmas Eve live-stream peak concurrent viewing devices: 7
Christmas Day worship attendance in church: 18 (16 adults, 2 children)

Christmas Day live-stream peak concurrent viewing devices: 4

Last weekend’s Saturday Chinese ministry: 11
Adult Bible study attendance: n/a
Sunday school: nfa  Youth confirmation class: n/a

God bless you this week as you share the peace and joy of the gospel
with others!
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