The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field. When a man found it,
he hid it again, and then in his joy went
and sold all he had and bought that field.
Matthew 13:44
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10 Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2026 — St. Andrew Lutheran Church

SERVICE THEME: Christians Seek Spiritual Wealth

WELCOME — We're so glad that you’ve joined us for this worship
service! Please let us know if you need any assistance while you’re here.

OUR MISSION — The mission of St. Andrew Lutheran Church is to guide
people to know Jesus as their Savior, to grow in their faith, and to show
Jesus to others.

OUR BELIEF — We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God
and the only source of all Christian doctrine and teaching. We believe
that the only true God is the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
We believe that we are saved not by anything we do, but only through
faith in Jesus Christ, who gave his life for our sins. We will be happy to
tell you more about what we believe!

OUR HISTORY — St. Andrew Lutheran Church was established in 1888
and is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), a
confessional Lutheran church body with over 1,200 congregations in
North America and with more than 30 sister church bodies worldwide.

Church Office: 3650 S. Honore St., Chicago, IL 60609 (next door to church)
Website: www.standrewchicago.org Office Phone: 773-376-5370

Office Email: churchsecretary@standrewchicago.org

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/standrewchicago/

Pastor: Adam Gawel, cell: 773-217-8132, pastor@standrewchicago.org

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE

What do you consider your life’s top priorities? Many people start
with family and friends. Financial security and health follow closely.
Reputation and recreation make the cut. How about faith? Is it the top
priority? What if other priorities must be sacrificed to keep faith the top
priority?

The Bible helps Christians keep worldly wealth in perspective. It can
buy the things of this world, things that rust and decay, but there is
something more valuable. True wealth is spiritual wealth. It can be
found only in God and his eternal blessings for us in Christ.
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Communicant members are encouraged to prepare for the Lord’s
Supper using the “Personal Preparation for Holy Communion” on p. 156
in the front part of the hymnal (the red book in the pew rack).
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1 All de-pends on our pos-sess-ing God’s a - bun-dant
2 He who to this day has fed me And to man -y
3 Man - y spend their lives in fret-ting O - ver tri - fles
4 Well he knows what best to grant me; All  the long - ing
5 1f on earth my days he length-en, He my wea -ry
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and in get - ting Things that have no sol - id ground.
hopes that haunt me, Joy and sor - row, have their day.
soul  will strength-en; All my trust  in him I place.
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not  for - sak - en And e’er keep a  daunt-less heart.
guides and rules me, Will re - main my  help di - vine.
last - ing plea-sure  And that now is sel - dom found.
be it ev - er— | to  him com - mit my way.
way is  glid - ing;  Safe 1 an - chor in  his grace.
Text:  Andichtige Haus-Kirche, Niirnberg, 1676, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.

Tune: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN (887 887) Johann Lohner, 16451705, alt.



INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 4R, i\ 5E A%k gk

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful and
that | have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have
done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this | deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But | am truly sorry for my sins,
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have mercy on me,
a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: Inthe peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

C: Glorybe to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
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We praise you, we bless you,we wor-ship you, we glorify you,
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the
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you on-ly are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Spirit,
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are most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 7 H 3t

M:

Let us pray.
O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your

humble servants, who come to you in Jesus’ name. Teach us always
to ask according to your will that we may never fail to obtain the
blessings you have promised; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C:

Amen.

FIRST READING — 1 Kings 3:5-15 (EHV) - % ¥4 I 3:5-15

5The LORD appeared to Solomon in Gibeon in a dream at night.

God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”
®Solomon said, “You have shown great mercy and faithfulness® to

your servant, my father David, just as he walked before you in truth,

3 The Hebrew word chesed has connotations of both mercy and faithfulness, so the
translation here includes both concepts. Chesed (mercy) is used in the Old Testament in
much the same way that charis (grace) is used in the New Testament, as the most
common word for God’s saving love.



righteousness, and uprightness of heart toward you. You have shown
this great mercy and faithfulness to him and have given him a son who
is seated on his throne to this very day. O LORD my God, now you have
made your servant king in the place of my father David, but | am a little
child. 1 do not know how to go out or come in. 8And I, your servant, am
among your people whom you have chosen, a great people, who cannot
be counted or numbered because they are so many. °Now give to your
servant a perceptive heart to judge your people, to distinguish between
good and evil, for who is able to judge this great people of yours?”

%I the eyes of the LORD, Solomon’s request was good. *!So God
said to him, “Because you have asked for this, and you have not asked
for a long life, nor have you asked for riches, nor have you asked for the
lives of your enemies, but you have asked for discernment to reach just
verdicts, Ptherefore | will act according to your words. Yes, | will give
you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been
anyone like you before you, nor will anyone like you rise up after you.
13In addition, | will give you what you have not asked for: such riches
and honor that there will not be anyone like you among the other kings
throughout all your days. *If you walk in my ways by keeping my
statutes and commands just as your father David did, then | will give
you a long life.”

15Then Solomon woke up and realized it was a dream. So Solomon
went to Jerusalem and stood before the Ark of the Covenant of the
Lord. He offered whole burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, and he
made a feast for all his officials.

PSALM OF THE DAY — Psalm 119b — CW93 p. 110 (NIV84) — i/ 119b
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Refrain

Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;*
then | will keep them to the end.

Give me understanding, and | will keep your law*
and obey it with all my heart.

Direct me in the path of your commands,*
for there | find delight.

Refrain

Turn my eyes away from worthless things;*
preserve my life according to your Word.

Fulfill your promise to your servant,*
so that you may be feared.

How | long for your precepts!*
Preserve my life in your righteousness.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,
www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

SECOND READING — 1 Timothy 6:17-21 (EHV) — {45377+ 6:17-21

Ylnstruct those who are rich in this present age not to be arrogant
or to put their hope in the uncertainty of riches, but rather in God, who
richly supplies us with all things for our enjoyment. ¥Instruct them to
do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and willing to share.
BIn this way they are storing up for themselves the treasure of a good
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is
truly life.?

a Some witnesses to the text read of eternal life.
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200 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, turning away
from godless, empty talk and the contradictions of what is falsely called
“knowledge.” !By professing it, some have veered away from the faith.
Grace be with you.” Amen.©

VERSE OF THE DAY #5455 1A M2 M4 1| i 7.

M: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia. (John 6:68)
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C: Al-le -lu - ia! Al-le -lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia!

GOSPEL — Matthew 13:44-53 (EHV) — & K48 13:44-53

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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C: Glo-ry be to you, O Lord!

#“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which a
man found and hid again. In his joy, he goes away and sells all that he
has and buys that field.

#5“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine
pearls. **When he found one very valuable pearl, he went and sold all
that he had and bought it.

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into
the sea and gathered fish of every kind. ®When the net was filled, they
pulled it onto the shore. They sat down and gathered the good fish into
containers, but threw the bad ones away. *That is how it will be at the
end of the world. The angels will go out and separate the wicked from
the righteous who are among them. *°And they will throw the wicked
into the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” ®}esus said to them, “Did you understand all these things?”

They answered him, “Yes.”

b You is plural.
¢ Some witnesses to the text omit Amen.



>2He said to them, “Therefore every expert in the law who has been
trained as a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a
house who brings out of his treasure both new things and old things.”

After the reading of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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Praise be to you, O Christ!

NICENE CREED JEVHL(E4

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY — My God Will Never Leave Me — CW93 #418 —
printed on the following page — £1/F — £ F— 11
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My God Will Never Leave Me
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I My God  will nev - er leave me, And I will
2 When hu - man thought and ac - tion Shall un - a -
3 God shall ~ be my re - li - ance In SOr - row’s
4 Oh, praise him for  he nev - er For - gets our
5 And when the world will per - ish With all its
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not  leave him; A light my God will give me In
vail - ing prove, God grants me his pro - tec - tion And
dark - est night Its dread 1 bid de - fi - ance When
dai - ly need; Oh, blest the hour when -ev - er To
pride and pow’r, All that the world may cher - ish Will
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path - ways dark and grim. He reach-es out his hand,
shows his pow’r and love, He helps in  ev - 'ry need,
he is at my right I un - to  him com - mend
him our thoughts can speed, For all the time we spend
van - ish in that hour But though in death they make
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His might - y  pow - er shar - ing, My bur - dens
From sin and shame re - deems me, From chains and
My bod - y, soul, and spir - it— They are  his
With - out him is but wast - ed, Till we his
The  deep - est grave our cov - eI, When there our
o) .
¥ | I I | | I 1 | I
#“b J ‘I gl Il Il ¥ [ Il | ’L
© - * ﬁ:ﬁ—‘—d—ﬁiﬂ =
ev - er bear - ing Wher - ev - er I may stand.
bonds re - claims me; From death I, too, am freed.
own by mer - it— All’s well, then, at the end.
joy  have tast - ed, The joy that has no  end.
sleep is o - ver, Our God will us a - wake.
Text: Ludwig Helmbold, 1532-98, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, st. 1, 4-5, alt.; The Lutheran Hymnal,

St. Louis, 1941, st. 2-3, alt.
Tune: VON GOTT WILL ICH NICHT LASSEN (76 76 67

76) Recueil de plusieurs chansons, Lyons, 1557, alt.
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SERMON — Matthew 13:44-52 — Jfiii: BT LoKAR# 13:44-52
—What a Find! — 1) Treasure; 2) A Catch; 3) A Storehouse

COMMITMENT
469 Take My Life and Let It Be
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| Take my life and let it be Con - se -
2 Take my hands and let  them move At the
3 Take my voice and let me  sing Al - ways,
4 Take my sil - ver and  my gold; Not a
5 Take my will and make it thine; It shall
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cra - ted, Lord, to thee. Take my mo - ments
im - pulse of thy love. Take my feet and
on - ly for my King. Take my lips and
mite would I with - hold. Take my in - tel -
be no long - er mine. Take my  heart— it
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and my days; Let them flow in cease - less praise.
let them be Swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
let them be Filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
lect and use Ev - ’ry pow’r  as thou shalt choose.
is  thine own; It shall ~ be thy roy - al throne.

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79.
Tune: PaT™moOSs (77 77) William H. Havergal, 1793-1870.
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OFFERING 7k
Members of St. Andrew Lutheran Church use this time to respond to
God'’s goodness with gifts of thanks and love. Our giving is guided by
God'’s Word: “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits from
your entire harvest” (Proverbs 3:9); “Each one should give as he has
determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under pressure, for God loves
a cheerful giver. God is able to make all grace overflow to you, so that in
all things, at all times, having all that you need, you will overflow in
every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:7-8, EHV).
Feel free also to make use of online giving options: 1) via our
website: go to http://standrewchicago.org/, then click on the “Giving”
tab; or just click on this link; or scan this QR code with your E E
mobile device; or 2) via the Vanco Mobile app: use our invite =
E-

code: GEVWA?7, or search for our church name and address
(links to the app & more info on p. 24).

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH #( 2> /\ #%

M: Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we
share as members of your holy Church, for your gracious Word and
sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith and
knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, for fellowship with
believers in our congregation and in our synod.

C: Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them
faithfully.

M: Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by
calling us to be your witnesses in the world. Open our eyes to see
the great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting eyes
of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching
eyes of the lost, help us to see your face, O Jesus, and to serve
others as we would serve you.

C: Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message
of love.

M: Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and Sacrament bestow on us
the wisdom and power we need to witness clearly and to act boldly.
Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for the hope
we have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect.

C: Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a
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neighbor, or a friend who does not believe in you, or whose faith is
weak or troubled.

Silent prayer.

M: Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim
your Word in places where we cannot go. Keep them and their
loved ones in your care, and let nothing hinder their work. By the
power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they do
not lose heart as they serve us and others.

C: Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous
offerings.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow, including the following
special prayer:

for the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in Germany:
Heavenly Father, we thank you for 150 years of fellowship
between WELS and the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in
Germany and for the shared commitment to stand firmly on your
Word. Continue to bless this partnership as brothers and sisters
across the world encourage each other, train future pastors, and
proclaim the saving gospel of Jesus. Strengthen this church body
in Germany and all our sister synods around the world as they
serve in places where faithfulness can feel lonely and difficult.
Use this global network of believers to bring your Spirit’s life-
giving power through the means of grace to many more people.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Additional special prayers may be included.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let
your kingdom come to us and others, so that we and many more
might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your praise
forever.

C: Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER F-#5C

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT %440,

Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy Supper in which we receive his
true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of
our faith. In this Supper, we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear
witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we
proclaim his death until he returns.

Following the teaching of the Bible (1 Corinthians 10:17; 11:27-29;
etc.), our church practices closed communion. We ask that only those
who are current communicant members of this church or another
congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS) partake of the sacrament today. If you
are not a current member of this church or one of our sister churches,
our pastor would be happy to speak with you about receiving the Lord’s
Supper with us in the future. Please mention it to him after the service.

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C: It is good and right so to do.

M: Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all

places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two
or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd
his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their
glorious song:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION HJS ik 5% /. 254 ¥ 1
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread;
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
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C: O Christ, Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world;
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O  Christ, Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world;
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grant us your peace. A - men.

DISTRIBUTION 73k 48 — Wil CL 48 52 W AS AL I A 23 il 7 SR 4152
At the direction of the usher, current communicant members of St.
Andrew and our sister churches in the WELS and ELS may come forward
down the center aisle, then wait until directed by an usher to go to the
communion rail. Communicants may kneel or stay standing. Please
hold out your hand to receive the bread. If you wish to partake of the
common cup, do not take an individual cup when the assistant comes by
with the tray. If you take an individual cup, you may wait to drink it until
the minister comes by and speaks the words of distribution. Those who
need to receive grape juice instead of wine may take the purple
individual cups in the center of the tray. Gluten-free wafers are
available; please speak with the pastor or an usher to receive one.

After the distribution, the congregation sings: — 73 K45, 258!
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PRAYER and BLESSING #4145 I fits

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C:  And his mercy endures forever.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with
this holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our
faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in
the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you

n# ‘
o —F—] f ! ] 1 f ]
D o 4 * &4 4 2!
'Y}
C: A-men. A-men. A - men

CLOSING HYMN — What Is the World to Me — CW93 #477 — printed on
the following page — &1 — £ N — 1
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COMMITMENT

477

What Is the World to Me
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I What is the world to me With  all its  vaunt - ed
2 The world seeks to be praised And hon - ored by the
3 The world seeks af - ter wealth And all that mon - ey
4 What is  the world to me! My Je - sus is my
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plea -  sure When you, and you a - lone, Lord
might -y, Yet nev - er  once re - flects That
of - fers,  Yet nev - er is con - tent Though
trea - sure, My life, my health, my  wealth, My
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Je - sus, are my trea - sure! You on - ly, dear - est
they are frail and flight - y. But what I tru - ly
gold should fill its cof - fers. |1 have a  high - er
friend, my love, my plea - sure, My joy, my crown, my
— —— ————
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Lord, My  soul’s de - light shall  be; You are  my
prize A - bove all things is he, My Je - sus,
good; Con - tent with it I'l be; My Je - sus
all, My bliss e - ter - nal - Iy Once more then
o) .
7 | | |
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peace, my rest. What is the world to me!
he a - lone. What is the world to me!
is my  wealth—  What is the world to me!
I de - clare: What is the world to me!
Text: Georg M. Pfefferkorn, 1645-1732, abr.; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.

Tune: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT (67 67 66 66) Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701, alt.
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ST. ANDREW’S MINISTRY THIS WEEK
August 2-9, 2026

Today 9:30 AM Worship Service w. Lord’s Supper
11:00 AM Adult Bible study & Sunday School
Sunday (8/9) 9:30 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Adult Bible study & Sunday School

The paraments are green for the Sundays after Pentecost. Green
represents growth. The Sundays after Pentecost emphasize the growth
in faith and godly living that the Holy Spirit works in us through the
Word of God.

WELCOME, GUESTS! — We're glad to have you worship with us today!
Please sign the guest book in the center church entryway so that we
have a record of your visit. Our pastor, Adam Gawel, would be happy to
speak with you if you would like; please contact him (773-217-8132 /
pastor@standrewchicago.org). Please join us again soon!

Guest pastor today and next Sunday (8/2; 8/9)

Pastor Andy Bauer is leading the worship service and Bible study today
(August 2) and will be here again the following Sunday (August 9).
Pastor Gawel is out of town through August 8 or 9. If you have need of
pastoral assistance during this time, please contact either our church
office, ministry council chairman Brian Garcia, or Pastor Gawel, and we
will help you to get in touch with another WELS pastor in our area; or
you can check the WELS church-locator site and contact the next closest
WELS pastor to you directly: https://yearbook.wels.net/unitsearch .

SIGN UP YOUR KIDS FOR AUGUST 15 VBS — SOARING HIGH

Parents, please sign up your kids ages 4-10 for our one-day vacation
Bible school (VBS) on Saturday, August 15, from 9:00 to 12:00. There is
a sign-up sheet on the Bible study table in the back of our worship
space. Please also invite your friends and relatives to bring their kids as
well! ... As we prepare for VBS this year, we do so in loving memory of
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our brother in Christ, George Lawson, who was always so glad to see
little ones learning God’s Word and singing praises to him.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: “Let’s Go” — Sundays 11:00-11:45

Let’s Go is a video- and discussion-based Bible study series designed to
encourage and equip Christians to connect unchurched people in their
lives to the gospel of Jesus Christ. God’s people want to tell others
about the peace, joy, and forgiveness they have in Jesus, but many
Christians are unsure how to do this. Join us as we learn some simple,
practical ways to reach out to the lost souls God has brought into our
lives. We hope you’ll be able to join us on Sundays after worship (about
11:00-11:45) for this Bible study! If you’re not able to join us, you can
also go through it yourself using the videos and study guides here:
https://welscongregationalservices.net/lets-go/

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 11:00 / after worship on Sundays

Sunday school is held after the worship service, either in the church
basement or in the ministry center (next-door to church). Sunday school
is open to children from age 3 through 8 grade. (High-schoolers are
welcome to join adult Bible study in church during the same time.) All
are welcome!

Videos available online from apologetics conference on Al

At the 2026 Apologetics and Worldview Conference on June 24 & 25,
Rev. Jonathan Conner, Rev. Dr. Adam Brasich, and Dr. Brandon
Steenbock did an excellent job of explaining different aspects of
Artificial Intelligence, what Al can do and cannot do, its benefits and
dangers to our humanity and a liberal arts education, and the truths and
worldview Christians need to bring with them to judge its value and
usefulness. All three presentations, along with the panel discussions and
guestions from the audience, can be viewed here:
https://apologeticscenter.org/events/2026-conference/

“An Evening with Martin Luther” — Sept. 20 (Sun.), 4:00pm, Zion, Crete
You’re invited to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1610 S. Main St.,
Crete, IL, on Sunday, Sept. 20, 2026, at 4p.m., to watch Dr. Dwight
Johnson play Martin Luther. God, through this 16"-century reformer,
effected dramatic change around the world, sparking a completely new
category of Christianity, Protestantism, and changing the politics and
policies of countries that still impact us today. A light reception will
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follow the performance. Zion Crete OWLS is pleased to host the event,
and all proceeds will be donated to the performer’s chosen ministry, the
Lutheran Military Support Group. You can donate electronically at
www.zioncrete.org/donations . If you have any questions about the
event, contact Sandy Parker by email at events@parkerlings.com .

Men of His Word conference — Oct. 17 (Sat.), Milwaukee

The 3rd annual Milwaukee Men of His Word Conference will be held at
the Sheraton Milwaukee Brookfield Hotel on Saturday, Oct. 17th, 2026.
Registration is open now: https://mohwmke.zohobackstage.com/2026 .
This year’s theme, Courage Under Fire, is based on Isaiah 43:1-2 - "Do
not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have summoned you by name; you
are mine... When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the
flames will not set you ablaze." Courage is especially needed when
under fire. Marriage is hard. Parenting is hard. Work is hard. Life is hard.
Where will we find strength? How will we gather the courage needed to
live as godly men? In Isaiah 43:1-2, God promises strength, especially
when passing through the fire. Join us Oct. 17 to grow in God’s Word!

Bus tour to Ark Encounter & Creation Museum — sign up by Nov. 14
Zion Crete OWLS (Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors) has organized
a 5-day, 4-night bus tour to see the Creation Museum and Ark
Encounter and other attractions in northern Kentucky and Cincinnati.
Scheduled for April 12-16, 2027, the trip includes coach travel, hotel
accommodation, continental breakfast, 4 dinners, all admissions and
gratuities, and costs $725 per person if sharing a room. A $100 deposit
per person is required by Sun., Nov. 14, 2026. Checks may be made
payable to Zion Crete OWLS and sent to Sandy Parker c/o Zion Ev.
Lutheran Church, 1610 S. Main St., Crete, IL 60417. If you have any
questions, contact Sandy Parker (708) 672-8096, or by email at
events@parkerlings.com .

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS

This class is open to anyone who is interested in learning more about
what the Bible teaches and what our church believes — and for those
who would like a review. At the conclusion of the class, those who are
in agreement in faith are invited to join our church, though this is not a
requirement for taking the class. Pastor Gawel is able to teach the class
in English and Mandarin Chinese, and we have class materials in Spanish
available as well. If you or someone you know are interested in starting
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Bible information class, please contact Pastor Gawel, and we can
schedule the class at a time and place that’s convenient for you.

PASTORAL COUNSELING; PRIVATE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor Gawel is available for confidential pastoral counseling on the
basis of God’s Word, and for private confession and absolution. Please
feel free to make an appointment to see him. (You may call or text
Pastor Gawel on his cell phone: 773-217-8132.)

SATURDAY EVENING CHINESE MINISTRY JE/NBE L 7:45FF CE 443
Chinese ministry is held on Saturday evenings at 7:45pm in our ministry
center (the house next-door to church), which includes elements of a
worship service, Bible study, and prayer, all in Mandarin Chinese. New
friends are always welcome to join! Please invite any Chinese friends or
neighbors. You may share with them the following invitation. (Note:
there will be no Chinese ministry until August 15, due to Pastor Gawel
being out of town until August 8 or 9.)
HRANKE 7:45, XRB/AEBIBERBELSEBRANPLELE
MBS BRIOERSHETHO (BEFINET) 3G
T4, MR 3650 S. Honore St., Chicago. WISRARAE Tﬁgﬁ
Z, HERARRSRCHIW: FHL. 773-217-8132. MW ! HER: ¥
TREANEE P XEZS]; 8A15H%E.

FREE BIBLE APP “YouVersion” INCLUDES AUDIO BIBLE RECORDINGS &
TIME OF GRACE DEVOTIONS AND VIDEOS

The free YouVersion Bible app includes dozens of English Bible versions
(I recommend the NIV, CSB, or EHV), many of which have audio
recordings available — and many other languages (Spanish, Chinese,
etc). Download the YouVersion Bible app from your phone’s app store
(eg: Google Play), or click this link:
https://www.bible.com/app , or scan this QR code. ...
When you open the app, tap the “Bible” icon at the
bottom of the screen to read or listen to the Bible.
Then select version (eg, NIV) and Bible-book, chapter,
and verse at the top. You can also find WELS-affiliated E
ministry Time of Grace devotions and videos, by :
searching “Time of Grace” in the “Plans” or “Discover” tabs at the
bottom of the screen. Ask Pastor Gawel if you need any help. God bless
you as you read/hear & meditate on his Word!
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WELS DAILY DEVOTIONS - VIA WELS APP, EMAIL, ONLINE

Read or listen to WELS Daily Devotions on the WELS App (download
here: https://m.wels.net/ ), or subscribe to receive them by email:
https://wels.net/daily-devotions-subscription/ , or read them online.
These devotions are for a general adult audience. Family devotions,
teen devotions, and devotions for military service members are also
available, on the app or here: https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/,
to subscribe to receive by email or read online.

WELS Family Devotions

Get your family into God’s Word during the week! WELS has developed
short devotions for the entire family to use. Each devotion comes
complete with a set of questions for different age groups, a prayer, and
hymn verses that can be sung or spoken. Downloadable printable
versions are also available. Find the family devotions at
www.wels.net/family-devotions

Sign up today for Marriage Moments

Every marriage has its “moments.” That’s why marriages need moments
of encouragement and refreshment. Marriage Moments are short,
weekly videos highlighting one biblical marriage thought accompanied
by a discussion question. Watch a video introduction and subscribe to
receive the videos directly to your e-mail at
www.welscongregationalservices.net/marriagemoments

“made. known.” WELS WEBSITE ON IDENTITY, GENDER, & SEXUALITY
Identity and human sexuality have become key spiritual concerns with
numerous cultural pivots over time. Many people have questions about
sexuality and gender in connection with their faith. This new WELS
website, https://madeknown.net/, exists to walk with you in faith
through identity, gender, and sexuality, so that together we can all see
how wide and high and deep is the love of Christ (Ephesians 3:18).
Pastor Gawel is also available for confidential, Bible-based conversation
and prayer at any time, about these or any other matters.

CONQUERORS THROUGH CHRIST - resources supporting purity online
Conquerors Through Christ is a WELS ministry that exists to help people
reject, resist, and recover from the wreckage of porn, with gospel
motivation and practical encouragement. A number of resources are
available at https://conquerorsthroughchrist.net/ . ... Pastor Gawel is
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also available for confidential, Bible-based conversation and prayer at
any time, about this or any other matter.

WELS Together e-newsletter

Check out the WELS Together e-newsletter to get updates, information,
and resources about the mission and ministry of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Go to www.wels.net/together to read
online or subscribe to receive by email.

ONLINE GIVING INFORMATION
There are a number of ways to give to St. Andrew online: 1) via our

website: go to http://standrewchicago.org/, then click on the “Giving”
tab; or just click on this link; or scan this QR code with your .
mobile device; or 2) via the Vanco Mobile app: use our E. E
church’s invite code: GEVWA7, or search for our church name

and address. You can download the Vanco Mobile app from E

the Apple App Store for iOS devices or the Google Play Store

for Android devices. Please contact St. Andrew’s elder for stewardship,
Sam Delaurentis delaurentis.sam@gmail.com with any questions.

Music and liturgy printed under Onelicense # A-714339 and CCLI
license # 20019508.

Scripture readings, unless otherwise noted, are from the Evangelical
Heritage Version (EHV), copyright 2019 by the Wartburg Project,
www.wartburgproject.org

Budgeted need each month | Total offerings received in July
$17,500.67 $6,852.04

Offerings received last week: $779.65

(budgeted need each week: $4,038.62)

Ministry Attendance Last Week
Worship attendance last Sunday in church: 14 (14 adults, 0 children)
Live-stream peak concurrent viewing devices: 10
Last weekend’s Saturday Chinese ministry: n/a
Adult Bible study attendance: n/a
Sunday school: n/a

God bless you this week as you share the love of Jesus with others!
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